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FEATURE : The Technologies of the 20th Century
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Big Strides to a World Leading Heavy Wall Pressure Vessel Manufacturer
Shiro Nosell Masato Yamadal Toshiaki Fukadal Dr. Tadamichi Sakail] Dr. Masayoshi Kohno[O Akinobu Goto

In the 1970s, Kobe Steel lagged behind the competition in the heavy wall reactor manufacturing field, due
to insufficient facilities and knowledge. However, as a result of sustained and highly successful efforts over
the past two decades, Kobe Steel became the world's leading manufacturer of heavy wall reactors for oil
refineries in late 1990s. Today, Kobe Steel is the only company in the world capable of producing everything
required for the manufacture of heavy wall reactors, including the base metals and welding materials. This
paper discusses the company's past achievement and its future plans in this area.
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Fig. 1 Specification of typical reactor
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Fig. 4 Single piece elbow with overlay
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